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Executive Summary
Knowing where you want to be and who you want to be in 5 or 10 years from now is may not be an easy task. This is costly and may require one to lose their friends and cut down their social life. It might sound shocking that many professionals may not know what they want in their life but for someone who knows what they want in life, they will have a career plan.
Setting that plan can help one in mapping and charting their way. Career path is not an easy one. It is very rough and needs one to be hard enough to withstand it and make the sacrifices needed.
After finishing education and graduating, I will look for a law firm where I can practise as I continue to climb the academic ladder. International law is a career, which needs much attention but with commitment, I am willing to pursue it. While practising as a lawyer, I need to choose another firm offering international law so that I can start exposing myself to my career path.
Finishing the international law courses will be great for and I will be ready now to put up a law firm. I will also keep a close relationship with the mentors and the seniors in the international law field. Amid all these, I still have a life to live and so I will be balancing my work life so that I still maintain my social ties.





Introduction
It is very vital to set goals, as one remains focused to achieve them. It motivates, and organises a person to shape their decision-making. Having a process will serve as a guide to attainment of ones objectives. The process of goal setting helps one to gain confidence and heightens one’s ability to reach or not to reach the goals. This also helps one to discover about their abilities and potential.
As someone who is almost graduating, the immediate goal is to graduate and obtain OPT (Optical Practical Training) permission which allows one to work in the US. This will take one year after graduation.  Getting training from OPT will help a lot in moulding one to becoming the person have dreamed to be in the future. The training and skills acquired will be of great importance. They will help and expose one to the business facets, which will be useful in achieving the long-term goal of putting up one’s own business.  Alongside this one immediate goal, there other goals whereby the most second one will be to look for a sponsor who will be willing to sponsor one for a work visa in the US after OPT.
The goal of having one’s own business cannot happen an overnight. It will have to undergo various training and work experiences in order to be up to the game. As someone who has always wanted to be a renowned lawyer internationally, I developed interest in writing, and creating arguments is something that interests me. Knowing this, it was good to sharpen my skills in this field.  The learning experiences needed are discussed below.
1. Undertake a law course
The undergraduate degree was law degree but did not focus much in international law and I needed to further my studies in this field. International law is a good career to as have always dreamed to practise in that field. When the appropriate time comes, I would love to incorporate my law firm and start practising in the field. This is my goal, which needed to be accomplish at the end of my fifth year from now.
Undertaking an international law course will help in big way in achieving my career dream. Serving clients and speaking on their behalf, as their advocate is something that I love.
2. Undertake a higher diploma in international law
After undertaking the international law, I need to undertake a further course in higher diploma in international law. This will help me in perfecting the law skills and I will be granted the certificate to practice. This certificate will be a plus as without it I cannot put up my law firm. Alongside these studies, I will be working in a law firm as a Lawyer. This will be like killing two birds with one stone, as I will be gaining the experience that I need. This experience plus my current studies will mould me in becoming that renowned lawyer.
Work experiences
In becoming whom I wanted to be, I also need to be experienced. After undergraduate studies, I got an internship with a local law firm in the town where I was schooling. This has helped in shaping to become the lawyer I have aspired to become. Being an international lawyer, I will need to up my game in that field and the below specific actions will be good enough for me.
· Look for a firm practising in international law, see whether they can allow me go through their files, and learn more about international law.
·  Look for clients who needed to be represented internationally to represent them.
· Look for an international lawyer, and talk to them and visit them regularly and share more about international law.
These steps will help a lot in achieving the long-term career of becoming an international lawyer.
How to enhance the network and contacts
Networking is a powerful tool in today’s world. Keeping network and contact of other professionals will be a good thing for an upcoming lawyer. Professional networks are good as when you are stuck professionally, your friend can help you out. Definitely, they will be people older than I am and people who have grown career wise. They will mould me to becoming the person whom has always wanted to be in future.
Steps to put in place to ensure that professional network is kept;
· Calling the professionals regularly even when I have nothing professional to discuss with them. Just calling to check on them will be a good thing in building strong relationships.
· I can be dropping mails to them regularly. Follow them on their twitter handles, comment on their comments on line and this will be a good thing for me and will help professionally.
· Visit them occasionally. Calling or even dropping messages and emails to check on them is okay but not as good as speaking to someone live. It might be expensive to meet as you have to travel to meet them but in the end, it pays in folds of times. 
· Read their articles, journals and books if they have written some. This makes one feel to be part of that one’s career.



Work life balance
Balancing work and life can be quite challenging. Law is a career, which takes most of one’s time. However, as the jovial, fun, and someone who likes adventure, I will make sure to balance my work and the social life. I need to have time with my friends, I need also to create time for my family and so I will have to strike a balance between the two.
I like watching football and so my social life has to continue despite the career that I am pursuing. Remember that all work without play makes jack a dull boy and I do not want to be that dull person who has no social life.



